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Speakers slate Mandelson at Federacciai 
  
European Union Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson came under fire on Monday at the 2006 
annual assembly of Federacciai, the Italian steel producers' association. 
Leading figures from EU politics and the steel industry voiced concerns over Mandelson's proposals 
to reform trade defence instruments (TDIs), the most commonly used of which in the steel industry 
are anti-dumping measures. 
"[Mandelson's] initiatives are useless," Italian MEP and EU industry committee member Pia Elda 
Locatelli told delegates. "In fact, they are dangerous." 
Locatelli said that Mandelson's proposed reforms would severely hinder EU industries from 
protecting themselves against the dumping of imports in their markets. 
Philippe Varin, Eurofer chairman and Corus ceo, supported the claims. 
"It's obvious that Mandelson's initiatives [will] change [TDIs] in such a way that will not allow 
proper protection," he said, claiming that the EU is the most transparent and competitive market in 
world. "The EU needs clear rules to ensure that competitiveness will continue." 
 
While it should not be the EU's intention to restrain the competitive advantages of emerging 
economies, anti-dumping remains necessary to ensure the sustainability of domestic steel 
production, Varin said. 
"Instead of trying to [dismantle its TDIs], the EU should try to introduce a similarly open system in 
the rest of the world," he continued. 
 
Among other things, Eurofer and its members object to Mandelson's plans to amend the community 
interest test in anti-dumping procedures, which they fear will make it much tougher for EU 
plaintiffs to get action taken against dumped imports. They are calling on Mandelson to take a 
tougher line to protect EU industry in the run-up to further Doha-round trade talks. 
 
The Italian steel market is one of the most import-dependent in Europe. 
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